
2019 mam awards2019 mam awards 1



22 33



22 33







2019 mam awards2019 mam awards

44 55

MAM AWARDS TROPHY

A limited edition plaque inspired by a migratory bird, which symbolizes 
journey, peace, and prosperity—fitting themes surrounding our Filipino 
migrants. This piece of art was designed by local artist Mr. Aris Bagtas, under 
the guidance of Mr. Virgilio Cuizon, a Presidential Awardee from Germany, 
with the help of his team of artists from Kunst Pilipino & Gallery.
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MESSAGE OF 
SECRETARY FRANCISCO P.  ACOSTA

On behalf of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas and the Awards Committee, I am 
pleased to confer the Migration Advocacy and Media (MAM) Awards to twenty outstanding 
literary and broadcast media works this year. We have awardees from the Philippines, US, 
South Korea, Hong Kong, Kuwait, New Zealand, Switzerland, Germany, and Italy. We 
honor them tonight for advocating the cause of the diaspora and for raising awareness on 
the plight of Filipinos abroad. 

To our awardees, we thank you for giving voice to our migrants, most especially to Filipino 
women, the youth, and the vulnerable. These pioneering awards, launched way back in 
2011, were the first of its kind, being conferred by the government specifically to the media 
sector covering migration advocacy. It is our modest tribute for the powerful influence of 
media in articulating and shaping the narrative of Philippine migration, in advocating the 
cause of Filipinos overseas, and for showing the world the colorful journey of our Filipino 
migrants. Ang Filipino ay likas na mahilig magkuwento. Ang ating kasaysayan ay isang 
kuwento. Ang pagliliwaliw ng ating kababayan sa buong daigdig ay isang kuwento. 

Ang ating buhay ay isang kuwento. Ngunit sa pagkahumaling natin sa mga kuwentong 
kakaiba o makaantig-damdamin, madali tayong mapaniwala sa mga balitang walang 
katotohanan, o di kaya’y pagpapalaki sa katotohanan. Dapat tayong mag-ingat sa ating mga 
naririnig, nababasa, at napapanood. Sa panahong ito, kung saan lahat ay may Facebook 
at may kalayaang maghayag ng saloobin at kuro-kuro, malaki ang responsibilidad ng mga 
sumusulat at nag-uulat bilang propesiyon. Sabi nga ng isang meme, ang mga chismosa 
ang tunay na Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng Pilipinas (KBP). Kung kaya’t ang mga aklat 
at programang tapat sa Filipino at may adbokasiya ay karapat-dapat bigyan ng parangal.

The winning works this year offer but a glimpse into the lives of Filipinos abroad. Indeed, 
a diverse population of more than 10 million overseas Filipinos breeds a plethora of 
narratives—the good, the bad, and the ugly. A heavy subject such as migration benefits 
greatly from the emergence of new formats and genres in literature, broadcasting, and 
other art forms. It democratizes migration and development. It brings the subject closer 
to the people by making it inclusive, engaging, and interactive. Indeed, media not only 
chronicles events that make history, but likewise shapes the truth or falsity, the rejection 
or acceptance, of events, policies, or ideas.

Sa mga nanalo, isang pagpupugay! Higit sa pribilehiyo, kalakip ng gantimpalang ito ay 
responsibilidad. Isang tungkulin ang pag-imik at hindi pananahimik. Maraming salamat 
sa pag-ako ninyo sa responsibilidad ng pagkukuwento, lalo na para sa mga Filipinong 
nangangailangan ng boses. Ipagpatuloy ninyo ang paglikha ng mga obrang tumatalakay 
sa buhay ng mga kababayan natin sa ibayong dagat. Ang inyong mga likha ay maagang
pamasko sa sambayanang Filipino. 

Mabuhay tayong lahat! Maligayang Pasko at manigong bagong taon! God bless us all.
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In recognition of the significant role of the media 
in information dissemination and advocacy of 
migration and development, the Migration Advocacy 
and Media (MAM) Awards was conceived in 2011 by 
the Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) for the 
Celebration of the Month of Overseas Filipinos (MOF) 
and International Migrants Day in the Philippines in 
December every year. Established in 2007 by virtue 
of Administrative Order No. 202, the Inter-Agency 
Committee (IAC) is chaired by the Philippine Migrants 
Rights Watch (PMRW) and co-chaired by the CFO.

The MAM Awards recognizes the positive and 
significant contributions of media outlets, institutions, 
and practitioners in the fields of print, radio, movie 
and television, advertising, and internet from the 
government and private media organizations in the 
Philippines and abroad, in raising public awareness of 
issues on Filipino migration (e.g. human trafficking, 
illegal recruitment, brain drain and brain circulation, 
remittance flows, political crisis, families left behind 
by migrants, etc.) advocating the cause of Filipinos 
overseas, or promoting a positive image of Filipinos 
overseas.

MIGRATION ADVOCACY 
AND MEDIA AWARDS

88 99
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BEST BOOK

BENDING WITHOUT BREAKING: 
THIRTEEN WOMEN'S STORIES OF 
MIGRATION AND RESILIENCE
(SWITZERLAND)

Bending Without Breaking came to be when Samahang Pilipina, an association of Filipinas living in 

Switzerland, gathered together to assess, celebrate, and look back on their past 30 years together. 

The question “How did you get to Switzerland?” was asked of the Filipina migrants gathered that 

Saturday afternoon. Stories of love and loss, of success and failure spilled out of these women as they 

relive their experiences away from home. 

“It’s important that we highlight 
Philippine migration issues in the 
world. We, migrants, make the 
world a better place to live in.”

Anabelle Misa-Hefti, Contributor and Project Manager
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Ako ay Pilipino is a free monthly newspaper in Filipino language in Italy.  With a 

circulation of 30,000 free copies monthly, it has become the social, legal, and cultural 

point of reference of Filipinos in the country.

“Sa isang pangako na 
puno ng responsibilidad, 

ipagpapatuloy namin ang 
pagbibigay ng wasto at 

makabuluhang balita na 
makakatulong sa integrasyon 

at sa pang-araw-araw na 
pamumuhay ng mga Filipino 

sa Italya.”

Pia Eliza Gonzalez, Editor-in-Chief
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RADIO
JOURNALISM
AWARD
is conferred on best radio programs 
on issues concerning migration

1. Best regular radio program on migration

2. Best radio program that featured 
    migration-related topic/issue/
    event (episodic)

2222 2323
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TELEVISION
JOURNALISM
AWARD
is conferred on best television programs 
(talk show, investigative journalism, 
TV special, TV series, or documentary) 
on issues concerning migration

1. Best regular TV program on migration
2. Best TV (episodic) program on    
    migration
3. Best TV series on migration
4. Best TV interstitial on migration

2828 2929
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FILM MEDIA
AWARD
is conferred on best films and videos on 
issues concerning migration

1. Best film (full length) on migration
2. Best documentary on migration

4444 4545
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INTERACTIVE
MEDIA
AWARD
is conferred on best web-based 
publications on issues concerning 
migration

1. Best website on migration
2. Best blog on migration

5252 5353
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Established on 16 June 1980 through Batas Pambansa 79,  the Commission on Filipinos 
Overseas (CFO) is an agency of the Philippine  government under the Office of the President 
tasked to promote and uphold the interests, rights, and welfare of overseas Filipinos and 
strengthen their ties with the Motherland.

The evolution of the Commission can be traced over a series of policy pronouncements. 
Presidential Decree No. 442 (Labor Code of the Philippines), which was passed in 1974, 
created the Overseas Employment Development Board in order to set up a systematic 
program for the overseas employment of Filipino workers, as well as to register and monitor 
emigrants leaving for various countries. The following years were characterized by a steady 
increase in migration, thus making it necessary to establish an independent unit which would 
constitute a local support network solely for Filipino emigrants. In June 1978, Presidential 
Decree No. 1412 was passed which created the Office of Emigrant Affairs (OEA). The decree 
specifically identified Filipino emigrants as the recipients of its services.

In June 1980, Batas Pambansa Blg. 79 was enacted to strengthen the government’s policy 
on the promotion of migrant welfare and interest. It created the CFO which replaced OEA 
but retained and further expanded its mandate.

The CFO registers and provides pre-departure orientation seminars to emigrants. It also 
promotes the transfer of skills and technology as well as material and financial contributions 
from overseas for development projects in underserved communities all over the Philippines. 
It also provides younger generations of Filipinos overseas with opportunities to learn 
Philippine history and culture.

FUNCTIONS
Batas Pambansa Blg. 79 mandates the CFO to perform the following functions:

 Provide assistance to the President and the Congress of the Philippines in the   
 formulation of policies and measures concerning or affecting Filipinos overseas;

 Develop and implement programmes to promote the interest and well-being of   
 Filipinos overseas;

 Serve as a forum for preserving and enhancing the social, economic, and cultural  
 ties of Filipinos overseas with the motherland; and

 Liaise on behalf of Filipinos overseas with appropriate government and private    
 agencies in the transaction of business and similar ventures in the Philippines.

CLIENTELE
The primary clientele of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas are:

 Filipino permanent migrants or permanent residents abroad
 Filipinos overseas who have become naturalized citizens of other countries or 
 dual citizens
 Filipino spouses and other partners of foreign nationals leaving the country
 Descendants of Filipinos overseas
 Filipino youth overseas
 Exchange Visitor Program participants
 Filipino Au Pairs

VISION
The Commission on Filipinos Overseas envisions a community of well-respected and proudly 
competitive Filipinos overseas who contribute significantly to the productivity and well-being 
of the countries where they reside or work while maintaining strong political, economic, and 
cultural ties with the Philippines.

MISSION
To be the Philippines’ premier institution in promoting policies, programs, and projects with 
Migration and Development as a framework for the strengthening of and empowering the 
community of Filipinos overseas.

8080 8181
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